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Chapter Director 
Mack & Renee McInnis 
mcinnismac@bellsouth.net 
(251) 649-2040 
 
Rider Educators, Treasurer, & 
Chapter Couple of the Year  
Harold & Barbara Clark 
 (251) 626-8940 
clarkjr@mchsi.com 
 
Newsletter  & Calendar Editor 
Renee McInnis 
 
Membership Enhancement 
Coordinators 
Jim & Barbara O'Brien 
(251) 391-5750  
jimmy.obrien@mchsi.com 
 
Sunshine Ladies 
Debra Frost (251) 973-1071 
Malva Turner (251) 937-0045  
 
Phone Tree Chairman 
Jim "Big Mac" McInvale 
pepa48@msn.com   (251) 679-1369
 
Historians:  
Debra Frost, Malva Turner & 
Renee McInnis  
 
District Directors 
Roy & Anita Fosnight 
 
Assistant District Directors 
Robert & Gail Brown 
Ron & Corky Alexander 
 
Trainers Frank & Linda Teasley 
 
Region A Directors 
Bob & Nan Shrader 
 

Chapter AL-W Upcoming Events 
We have a Monthly Gathering on the 1st Wednesday of every month 
at Claire’s Place on the Creek, located at 4815 Hall’s Mill Rd. in 
Mobile, AL. We get together to eat at 6 and start our Gathering at 7 
pm. We meet for our Wednesday night dinners at Krystal at 4110 
Gov’t. Blvd. unless otherwise noted on the ride calendar. 
Our upcoming events are: 
07/04   Fireworks @ Battleship Park 
07/07   Monthly Gathering-Claire’s Place on the Creek 
07/14   Big R’s in Pascagoula 
07/21   Kevin’s Seafood in Saraland 
07/28   Dick Russell’s BBQ in Tillman’s Corner 
7/31     Chapter L Kickoff Gaston’s Grill in Thomasville 
08/04   Monthly Gathering-Claire’s Place on the Creek  
Patriotism Night – Wear patriotic colors to the July Gathering! 

Check the bottom left of our calendar for 
 other events you may wish to attend. 
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           Chapter Directors – Mack & Renee McInnis 

 
This year is just rolling on too fast. The month of June was filled with some  

interesting things. I understand that the AL-T Fun day was great. Harold, Barbara,  
Don, Malva, and Jan rode up to enjoy the day. That same day, 8 of us took off for the  
Blue Ridge Parkway. Both groups left the Pilot Station at the same time. In all of my previous 
traveling, I’ve never had trouble finding a hotel. This trip changed that. We made it to Rome Georgia 
only to find the entire area booked up solid. We were hot and hungry, so we had lunch, cooled off a 
bit, then rode about 40 more miles where we spent the night in Cartersville. 

We live in a beautiful country. As we traveled through the Mountains and looked out over 
some of the overlooks, it would just take your breath. At least it took Ann’s. We traveled mostly on the 
more scenic back roads, If you really want to see America, find you some back roads and keep off the 
interstate. We stayed in Pigeon Forge one night before heading to the Blue Ridge. After a long day on 
the Blue Ridge, we took a detour on Hwy 151 due to road construction. Let’s just say that Hwy 151 
made the Dragon Tail look straight. It was a very interesting ride down the mountain. We spent the 
night in Spruce Pine, NC and after a hearty breakfast the next morning, we were on our way to Natural 
Bridge, VA. Kitty told us a bit about Mount Airy, NC so we stopped off there. It’s the hometown of 
Andy Griffith and the town that was the inspiration for the Andy Griffith Show. All of the folks we 
met there were very nice. As we rode our wings through the town you would had thought we were in a 
parade. People were watching and waving as we all rode by. I really enjoyed staying at the Mayberry 
Hotel. It was very nice. The next day we rode to the Natural Bridge. We toured the Natural Bridge 
area, walked a mile to a waterfall, went to a wax museum factory, and took of cave tour with a bus 
load of third graders. After another adventure of finding rooms, we stayed in Covington, VA. The next 
morning, we rode to see the Humpback Bridge, a very old covered bridge just off the highway. John & 
Shirley left us there so they could go north and pick up a few more states. As we left the West Virginia 
state line riding back towards Pigeon Forge I took a wrong turn down Hwy 311. We stopped for gas 
and a break in a place called Paint Bank, VA. Too bad we weren’t hungry, because they sold buffalo 
burgers and I surely would have gotten one. This place was something else and the next 50 miles back 
to the interstate was a beautiful scenic ride. I got the survival T-shirt for Hwy 311. I’d like to go there 
again someday.  

On June 27th, we had 23 people travel to Harold’s & Barbara’s Lake House. This place looks 
like something that came out of the Home & Garden magazine. Harold took everyone that wanted to 
go on the boat for a tour of the lake. Of course, I fell in love with the area. We all had a fine lunch. I 
decided to go for a swim off the boat dock. As I was jumping into the lake I looked back and coming 
behind me were Jim & Bob. We had a great time at Lake Gantt in Andalusia. Thanks Harold & 
Barbara for a really good time. The Windcreek dinner ride was cancelled due to the weather.  

We’re looking forward to the Fireworks at the Battleship on Sunday July 4th. 
We have a Great Country. Let’s all remember the Men and Women that have served our 

country and the ones that are serving now. If not for them, we may not be able to enjoy this great land  
and be able to go as we please. 
 

 Let’s all be safe and enjoy life to its fullest.  Mack & Reneé McInnis—Your AL-W CD 
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 Plan to join us for a great ride to Andalusia where we’ll go to Jackson Honda for the Luke 
Jackson Memorial Ride. They will have a poker run, door prizes, good BBQ, and crawfish if available. 
We’ll leave the Shell station at exit 31 off I-65 at 7 am, so get up early and join us there. 
 Chapter L Kickoff at Gaston’s Grill in Thomasville. We’ll leave Satsuma at 8:30 from exit 19. 
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                  Malva’s phone number is 251-937-0045. Debra’s is 251-973-1071. 
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The Region A Rally is Sept. 16-18 in Eufaula, AL 
 

                                              
The Mississippi Rally is October 14-16 in Tupelo, MS 

 

 
If you would like to donate a Door prize or Sunshine gift please let Renee know when you can 
help out. Our door prize will be drawn from the “Welcome” ticket you’ll receive when you sign 
in at our monthly gatherings. Sunshine gift is drawn from tickets sold for the Sunshine fund. 

 
 

  
      AL-W on the Humpback Bridge in Covington, VA          Our very own chapter BATMEN!!! 

 

Month Door Prize Sunshine Gift 
December 2009 Harold & Barbara Clark Barbara & Jim O’Brien 
January 2010 Janice Cade Gary & Debra Frost 
February 2010 Mitchell & Ann Beech Barbara & Jim O’ Brien 
March 2010 Theresa Burton & George Graf Mack & Rene e McInnis 
April 2010 John & Shirley Williamson Barbara & Jim O’Brien 
May 2010 Jim & Dianne McInvale John & Janice Cade 
June 2010 Harold & Barbara Clark Shellie Wilson 
July 2010 Harold & Barbara Clark Shirley Williamson 
August 2010 Mack & Renee McInnis Theresa Burton & G eorge Graf 
September 2010  Shellie Wilson John & Shirley Williamson 
October 2010 Pam Blizzard Harold & Barbara Clark 
November 2010 John & Janice Cade John & Janice Cade  
December 2010 Jimmy & Kitty Ward Jimmy & Kitty Ward  
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District Directors-Roy & Anita Fosnight   
                              

     Welcome to summer. It has arrived and now we are wondering what happened to  
spring. We have sure enjoyed riding and seeing everyone. 
     We got to visit Chapters K, Q, and B for their gatherings and Chapters N and T for their Fundays. 
Chapter N had a good turnout for their poker run and as always, lots to eat. Chapter T had their normal 
Funday, which is always awesome. It is always great to see everyone at these get togethers and from 
all the tire kicking I saw, there was great tales being told by all.  
We got to attend Chapter B’s gathering this month and I was asked to present level 4 certificates to 
Mike and Alice Chapman (thanks Greg). It was a nice gathering and we escaped the J for Genius 
Award one more time.  
     We attended Rolling Thunder in Washington and we had our children and grandchildren with us to 
go be tourists for a few days. They got to see a lot of things that all Americans need to see at least 
once. We had a nice ride from Washington DC with Randall & Bonnie Southerland riding Skyline 
Parkway and the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Took us 3 days to ride and we could have spend 1 more day 
riding it. Saw lots of pretty sights and some wild animals (the 4 legged kind).  
     We went to DeFuniak Springs, FL to help teach an OCP course with Frank & Linda Teasley and 
Rick and Madalena Buck. We had a total of 55 students with 23 being from Alabama. We just have 3 
more chapters to have 100% for AL. Way to go AL!!!! 
By the time you read this, Steven & Tammy Hollingsworth will have already been to Des Moines 
Couple of the Year selection for International Couple. They sure have done a lot of traveling since 
becoming Region A Couple of the Year for 2009-2010. Hopefully, they will be the next International 
Couple from Alabama. 
     We just returned from the GA 2010 Convention. What a great time was had by all; Mountain riding, 
German food, Mountain Riding. Alabama brought several plaques home including the Largest District 
in Region A again this year!! Way to go Alabama. 
For information on AL activities and pictures of what we are doing please go to or web site, 
http://www.alabama-gwrra.org/ and enjoy. 

Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be they 
Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 

The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing. 
Please ride Safe and Often, Roy and Anita 
   

             
  Kitty & Jimmy checking out the sights without a GPS       Under the Natural Bridge in Virginia 
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                                     Rider Educators – Harold & Barbara Clark 
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Group riding has lots of benefits for its participants, and a few new responsibilities. 

For example, let’s look at a group ride that turned sour when the lead bike failed to recognize where he 
was supposed to make a left turn and drove past that road. The second bike in the group did recognize 
the turnoff and decided to make it. He turned left and the third bike promptly ran into him. 

What went wrong? It was argued that if nobody was following too closely then the actions of bike two 
would have saved everybody in the group (other than Mack - I mean the lead bike) from having to 
make a U-turn and there would have been no accident. 

Probably true, but almost any group rider with experience understands that it is up to the leader to 
make decisions about when and where the group will change directions. It might well have been that 
the leader had a reason for failing to make that turn. He could, for example, have realized that the 
group was going too fast to safely make that turn. (If anybody in the group understands the danger to a 
group of making sudden moves it is an experienced lead bike.) Further, what if the second bike did not 
willingly make that left turn - maybe he had a mechanical problem such as a flat tire that caused it. 
Since all members of a group are expected to follow the direction set by the lead bike, unless it is into 
danger, all other bikes in the group (other than the drag bike) should have attempted to avoid bike two 
and continue behind the leader. 

Bike two, in the accident described earlier, was way out of line to unilaterally decide to take over lead 
position. However, the fact that the third rider ran into the second rider suggests that he was either 
riding too close to the second rider, or was inattentive, or was so confused by the unorthodox behavior 
of bike two that he could not react fast enough to prevent the accident. Whatever the reason, bike three 
broke the prime directive - Never hit the bike in front of you! 

You are, ultimately, responsible for your own ride from a safety point of view. 

When you are riding in a group in a position other than lead or drag bike your principal activity is 
“station keeping” - maintaining proper distance between yourself and the bike ahead of you. Since the 
vast majority of accident threats present themselves to you from the front, I encourage you to focus 
your attention primarily in front of you. In other words, it is dangerous to spend too much time 
watching your rear-view mirrors. 
 
That said, if you accept the prime directive and assume that all the other riders have done the same, 
then you are also tacitly acknowledging that you trust the rider behind you. But, of course, you may 
never have ridden in a group with that person before. You may not have even met that person before. 
Further, it is common practice to put the weakest and least experienced riders towards the back of a 
group. 
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The weakest/least experienced riders are in the back because these are the people most likely to have 
an accident. Thus, they are placed towards the back so that such an accident can put the fewest other 
people as possible into danger. It also allows the drag bike to observe how these riders handle 
themselves and to work with them at stops about the little things that they may be doing wrong. 
 
As to their potential danger to the riders in front of them, that can be managed. Let me give you an 
example of savvy group riding behavior that you can use when you’re concerned that the bike 
following you is too close. Simply use a hand signal telling the rider behind you to slow down. 
 
An individual group rider can always initiate a hand signal telling the person behind him/her to slow 
down. This is the way to reduce concern about an inexperienced rider in the rear driving too close to 
the bike ahead of him. 
 
The prime directive – Never hit the bike in front of you, if flawed, errors on the side of conservatism. It 
mandates that attention be primarily directed towards the front. It mandates that you not follow too 
closely. It makes you think about what the bike ahead of you (closest ahead of you, not literally 
straight ahead) is doing or might do next rather than what the lead bike is up to. And it gives you a 
modest suggestion about what to do if you are about to have an accident. (i.e., if you are riding in the 
right track, and there is a hazard in the road ahead of you, the prime directive forces you to tend to turn 
towards the right to avoid that hazard - thus, taking you farther away from the closest bike ahead.) 

So, until next month, let’s be careful out there and do what? Never hit the bike in front of you. 
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                         Couple of the Year – Harold & Barbara Clark 
                                                 

We had a nice group at the June meeting. Most of the group was going                                                     
on the vacation trip to ride the Blue Ridge. Due to a work conflict Harold 
and I weren’t able to make the trip.  

 
We did however make the Chapter T Fun day on June 5. Don, Malva and a friend, Jan Zuercher, made 
the ride. I have heard a lot about the Fun Day in Tuscaloosa and found out it is great. They had live 
entertainment all day, grand prizes, door prizes and 50/25/25. I especially enjoyed the “Sonny and 
Cher” act. We did not win any prizes but came away winners with an enjoyable day and lunch. Malva 
on the other hand talked a winner of the vest (door prize) she wanted out of it. I think she has been 
with Don too long. She offered to pay for the vest after telling her it would not fit. But the lady 
hesitated and Malva said thanks and ran away. I think the lady was trying to figure out how Malva 
knew the vest would not fit her if she had not even tried it on. 
 
Since most were on the vacation trip we stayed on the East side of the bay on the 9th . We met Don and 
Malva, and Jan and Chris Zuercher at Ruby Tuesday’s for dinner.  
 
I think we should actually start reviewing the calendar rather than thinking that we can remember the 
schedule. We had our taste buds ready for Cheeburger Cheeburger (the 23rd Wednesday ride) but 
when we met up with the group the ride was actually to Barnyard Buffet. Since Harold and I can adapt 
to any food place we adjusted our palates and had a great home cooked dinner. 
 
On the 26th Don and Harold took Malva and I up to our lake house outside of Andalusia. Malva and I 
worked long into the night pulling pork for the BBQ sandwiches. Actually most of our time was spent 
sitting on the porch watching the full moon on the water and listening to the singing frogs. It was a 
tough job but someone had to do it. After a wet ride back to Baldwin County on Saturday night, Don 
and Harold led the group up to our little bit of heaven on Sunday morning. Our saying is “We live in 
Gantt and just work in Mobile”. Doyce and Diane Colvin of Chapter G in Samson, friends Jan and 
Chris Zuercher, and Ken and Della Croteau joined us for a great afternoon. Harold provided guided 
boat tours of the lake, several played horseshoes, and we had a great afternoon of food and fellowship.  
 
For now, happy riding from your COY.     Harold and Barbara    
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Saltine crackers           2 sticks Butter          1 c brown sugar          2 c chocolate chips 

 
Grease a jelly roll pan with butter. Line the entire bottom with saltine crackers. In a saucepan, 
melt 2 sticks of butter. Stir in 1 c brown sugar and boil for 3 minutes. Pour over the crackers 
evenly. Bake at 400 degrees for 4 minutes. Sprinkle 2 cups chocolate chips over the crackers 

and spread with a knife. Place in the freezer until set. Break up into pieces. 
Recipe contributed by Barbara Clark 
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Malva Turner 
937-0045 

Debra Frost 
973-1071�
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off I-65 at the 
Shell Station 
at 7am 


� � 19  ���
 
 

21 Kevin’s 
Seafood  
Leave exit 19 
7pm Pilot 
station 

22 

 
BD-Claude 
Turberville 
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28  
Dick Russell’s 
BBQ  T.C. 
Leave Krystal 
7pm 

29 
 

 

30  

 
ANN-John & 
Janice Cade 

31 OCP  
AL-L kickoff 
Gaston’s in 
Thomasville 
KSU 8:30 Pilot  
station exit 19 
Satsuma 
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JULY 2010 

More Rides and Events for you to Check Out 
 
7/13 FL1-Q July Social Oops Alley, Milton, FL  
7/15 Bike Night Pizza Hut Moffett Rd. Mobile 
7/15 Bike Night Whataburger Hwy 90 
7/17 Luke Jackson Memorial Ride 9am Jackson Honda, 
Andalusia Poker Run, BBQ, & more  
������������� ��!�������""����#��
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AL-W Monthly Gathering 1 st Wednesday of Month @ Claire’s 
Café on the Creek @ 4815 Hall’s Mill Rd. in Mobile. Dinner 
Rides will leave from Krystal @ 4110 Gov’t Blvd. just south 
of Skyland unless otherwise noted. 
 
  

CHAPTER W - BAY WINGS  
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