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AL!M 
Chartered 

1986

AL!M CHP  NEWSLETTER
Serving Russe!, Lee, Barbour, Chambers Counties

Hello MÕers:

 Just a bit of brief  news on what 
has been happening this month at AL-M. 
We had a record attendance of 21 
Members and friends at the first Chapter  
meeting of 2012 & hopefully we will 
continue to grow.  We had four great rides 
this month & a lot of members and friends 
attended and if  you missed them we are 

sorry and hope not because of sickness. The Alabama Snowball Run 
(AlabamaÕs Homecoming Social) in Prattville was a very good-time for AL-M 
and we reacquainted with some old friends and made many new  friends. We 
were also exposed to some very interesting GWRRA information to consume 
and we crammed all the knowledge into our heads that we could hold.  We 
have a challenge from the District Director of Alabama to become one of  the 
three chapter stars BRONZE, SILVER or GOLD which requires participation  
from each one in our chapter.  More on the challenge later.

 February of  this year there will be three very exciting classes given by 
the Alabama District Educator in Bessemer  Alabama.  They are the Horizons 
Class 02/02, the OfficerÕs Certified Program (OCP) 02/18 & 02/19, and the 
Chapter Leadership Skills 02/25.  Any GWRRA Chapter Member can attended 
at no charge as long as your Membership dues are current.  If  you are 
interested either give me or Jim Jackson a call we will be glad to assist you.  I 
really encourage each of you to attend at least one of  these exciting classes.  
One will come away with a better appreciation of  your Chapter and the 
Chapter Officers and Staff.

 During 2011, Jane and I rode approximately 25,000 miles so if you get 
the itch to ride just call me any time and lets get together and ride.  We 
anticipate planning more AL-M rides for Saturdays and weekdays when the 
time changes and days get longer.  Perhaps even some supper rides might be 
thrown at you just to see if  we get a good group out for supper.  Jane and I 
look forward to seeing you guys at the meeting Feb 04, 2012, at the China 
Buffet where we have some good-eats and some good-times.

Almost forgot, I believe we will have about a 10 minute seminar by Phil Williams 
about alternators if everything comes together.  Looking forward to it. 

Randall & Jane Shirah - AL-M Chapter Director                                                                        

AL!M Chapter Director
Randa! & Jane Shirah
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AL!M CHAPTER GOOD TIMES
AL-M CHAPTER TEAM

Chapter Director
Randall/Jane Shirah
Cell 334-646-0954

shirahroyce67@gmail.com

Assistant Chapter Director
Ray & Cindy Erickson

334.298.8485
MAD@hughes.net

Assistant Chapter Director
David/Linda Snyder

334-219-1863
LDSNYDER@KNOLOGY.NET

Chapter Educator
Jim/Barbara Bullard

334.448.1751
mydixietreasures@bellsouth.net

Membership Enhancement 
Coordinator

William/Gail Lowery
334.744.3549

faithinjesus777@gmail.com

Treasurer/Newsletter
Jim/Sue Jackson

334.448.7478
jack297@bellsouth.net

Alabama District Directors
Roy & Anita Fosnight

256.721.9151
director@alabama-gwrra.org

Region ÔAÕ Directors
Bob & Nan Shrader

352.668.3164
regiondirector@gwrra-

regiona.org

 AL!M  MONTHLY GATHERING
First Saturday of the Month

Eat @ 6:00 PM Eastern Standard Time
Fun @ 7:00 PM Eastern Standard Time

At The China Bu"et ! 334.291.3228
2401 10th Street  

Phenix City, AL 36869

Happy Valentines Day

Riding GL1200’s back in the olden days of AL!M.
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AL!M AssÕt Chapter Director
Ray & Cindy Erickso!

AL"M HAPPY BIRTHDAY CORNER
!inda  Snyder.....................................02/13

"e#  Scrogin........................................02/15

$lvin  York..........................................02/22

%indy Erickson..................................02/28
$nd  Happy Bir&day  '  anyone we may have missed.

       

Hey All, 
 We're back from the Snowball at Prattville and 
what a trip! There was so much to learn and excitement 
going on there, wow.  The gang that was there from our 
chapter included Freddy, Gena Faye, Ray, Cindy, 
Randall, Jane, Linda and myself.
 They announced the Couple of the Year. The 
Chapter Directors from last year were also recognized. 
There were many other awards given, so many my head 
was spinning.
 Randall and I got to sit in on a seminar on how 
much the responsibility a treasure of a chapter has. I'm 
glad I'm not that person, so many records to keep. 
 The training for OCP (Officer Certification Program) 
is in Bessemer,  AL the 18-19 of February. This is for anybody 
who would like or is thinking about becoming an officer in a 
chapter,  so all are welcome, at no cost to them. The Officers 
Handbook has a whale of information. By  reading it you'll see 
what the GWRRA is all about.

See everyone at the next meeting. 
Dave & Linda 

AL!M AssÕt Chapter Director
David & Linda Snyder

Sorry, no news-article received from Ray/Cindy. 
 The winners of the AL-M 2011 mileage contest 
was won by our own brand new Chapter Directors Randall 
and Jane Shirah rolling out  19, 341 miles.  Second place 
was covered by  Randy and Barbara Lawrence with 15, 385 
smiling miles and third place belonged to Bobby & Evelyn 
Johnson with 11,692.  ThatÕs some pretty  good riding and 
IÕm sure everyone had a great time playing the game.
 So, what about 2012 you say?  Well Randall said 
letÕs document your current mileage and weÕll have another 
contest during 2012.  Several folks have already turned in 
their current mileage so we are off and running for 2012.  If 
you turned in your final mileage for 2011 thatÕs what we will 
use for your starting mileage for 2012, but if you didnÕt turn 
in any mileage for 2011 and many didnÕt then to be part of 
the 2012 blast off for the most mileage for 2012 YOU must 
send your current mileage to Jim Jackson quickly.
 Congratulations to Freddie Martin and Gena Faye 
who won the Passport contest with 36 events.  Since we 
only had 2 contestants, we will not run it for 2012. 
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AL"M Good"Times
 Wow, the bodacious first AL-M Gathering 
of 2012 brought 21 Members and friends 
together for one pleasant night of great eating 
along with fun filled laughs and fellowship.  This 
was the first Gathering for our new Chapter 
Director and Chapter Staff and I believe 
everyone had a very good-time and it was very 
enjoyable.  I look forward to many more AL-M 
Gatherings and more fun than a monkey on a six 
inch grapevine.  

 By the way, we had several first time 
folks attending our Gathering and we appreciate 
all of them joining us for some good old AL-M 
Fun.  First timer Charles Banks rode with us 
during the New Year’s Day Ride and then 
stopped by for the Gathering.  Welcome Charles 
and we sincerely hope you start coming every 
month or whenever your schedule will allow.  
Bobby Johnson has been riding with us, but 
Evelyn Johnson who is Bobby Johnson’s co-rider 
stopped in with Bobby and it was our pleasure 
meeting Evelyn. Please come and be with us 
anytime you can.  Further, Alvin and Sandra 
York was first timers at the Gathering although 
they have made a couple of rides with the 
Chapter.  Hey, thanks to everyone that made 
the Gathering for the first time.  Please plan to 
be with us Feb 04.
 Well folks, the big buck 50/50 was 
extremely “high-dollar” during the January 
Gathering and I’ve got to tell ya it was great 
dragging all those dollars home with me.  Yep, 
me JJ walked away with the lute, the long 
green, and put that folding money in my left 
pocket.  Wow, I was listing to the left with all 
that heavy stuff.  Ray Erickson picked up the 
little pathetic Wiener-Take-All cash which was 
chump-change.  I think it was 4 quarters.  Just 
kidding.  It may have been 8 quarters.  :)
	



AL!M  ! Junk In Your Trunk
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Jim is under the weather at this time.  Hope you are better soon

The following article from Better  Motorcycling was posted in 
F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 1 ( a u t h o r u n k n o w n ) a t h t t p : / /
bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/2011/02/22/laying-it-down-
fact-or-fiction/ brings up some thought provoking items that we 
encourage Members to consider. It amplifies the need for 
training.

ÒLaying It DownÓ- Fact or Fiction
 ÒYou can normally  spot a fairy tale from afar. It 
starts like this, ÒOnce upon a time, in a land far, far 
away...Ó.
For motorcycle crashes it starts like this, 
ÒYep, I had to lay  her down...Ó. Immediately 
what follows is fiction. It is amazing to me 
how many people have employed this tactic 
they  never practiced or were ever taught 
(sarcasm).
ÒLaying a bike down is never a plan, it is 
a consequence.Ó
 Laying a bike down is never the plan 
of any rider, it is the consequence of failed 
braking. You over-braked your rear and 
induced a slide-out. You did not plan this, 
but this is what happens most of the time under panic 
braking because under stress you will slam your brakes.
For those who might want to cling on to the fairy tale that 
laying a bike down is a viable technique, answer these 
questions...
 Where or how did you learn to lay  your bike 
down? What training is available for this technique? Who 
teaches this technique? How often do you practice this 
maneuver?

 In other words, in the precious 2 seconds you 
have to decide what evasive action to take youÕre going 
to rely on an induced impact (you and your bike hitting 
the pavement) which you never practiced, which will 
produce a much longer stopping distance and a higher 
impact speed, not to mention loss of control, because 
somehow you rationalized this was the best possible 
outcome?  Come on, riders, letÕs educate not propagate. 
DonÕt let anyone say this to you without a challenge.

Metal/plastic sliding on the pavement has a 
much lower frictional value than rubber, 
you are going to slide a much longer 
distance. Even if impact is imminent, you 
would do better to minimize injury  by 
scrubbing off as much speed as possible 
by braking before impact.
ÒThe stopping distance you trade off by 
sliding on your side could easily mean 
the difference between crash or no 
crash.Ó
The fact of the matter is the trade-off in 
distance may mean the difference in 

crashing or not. For example, if you are traveling 50 mph 
and slide to a stop on your wheels on a well-traveled, 
level asphalt-paved road your stopping distance is going 
to be about 104 feet. Now, if you slide to a stop on your 
side, the stopping distance is going to be about 185 feet. 
The 81 feet difference is what we are trading for, easily 
the difference between colliding or not.

Rider Education Continued On Page 6:

AL!M Rider Educator
Jim & Barbara Bu!ard
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Sorry no article submitted by William.

AL!M Membership Enhancement Coord
Wi#iam/Gail Lowery

Rider Education Continued From Page 5:
The one thing we have to mention is that you are already  in 
trouble because you failed to compensate for an impending 
hazard.  Not casting stones, I have failed many  times as a 
rider myself but let’s call it what it is. Don’t compound your 
troubles by  losing control of your bike. All kinds of nasty 
things can happen if you slide-out.
It is important to note that braking alone will not cause you 
to slide-out. It is possible to lock up your rear tires and not 
lay  the bike down. You can ride it out: http://
bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/2009/05/03/how-to-ride-
out-a-rear-wheel-skid/ ...or ride it out until impact, if that is 
your situation.
Riders will crash for two reasons:
1. Failure to detect hazard (reaction time)
2. Loss of control of the bike
Both are elements of training necessary  for surviving the 
mean streets.
If you truly  believe you successfully  deployed a “laying it 
down”  maneuver to avoid a crash or minimize injury  I’m 
willing to hear about it. But expect to be challenged.”
As experienced Motorcycle Safety  Training Instructors, 
when we have spoken with students about crashes that a 
friend or loved one has experienced, they  are often mildly 
surprised when we explain what was the likely  cause of the 
accident.  In many  cases, the problem is identifiable with 
very little information.
It is a difficult moment for many  to recognize for the first 
time that the person they  held in such high regard as 
experienced riders were not as good as they  thought – 
especially  considering how  easy  it was to diagnose the 
problem by  someone who wasn’t even there - based on a 
second hand description.
How  it this possible? The studies performed back in the 
early  80’s, and validated over and over by  later research, 

are used to create quality  training. This training focuses on 
what was found to be the cause(s) of the majority  of 
accidents. Instructors of that training are conditioned to look 
for the telltale signs and begin the trainees on the road to 
correcting deficiencies before they  make a negative impact 
on their lives. Well-meaning spouses and friends are 
seldom a good source for training unless certified by  a 
respectable organization to conduct that training. The 
learner must also be receptive to what they  will be taught. 
A number of MSF instructors (Rider Coaches) we have 
worked with over the years will be the first to tell you that 
they  would not attempt to teach their own spouse – 
deferring to another instructor, one whom the spouse might 
be more receptive.
We usually  start beginner training with a statement like “for 
the next 2.5 days we will try  to teach you both how to ride 
and, more importantly, how to survive on a motorcycle as 
you go forward.  Most of you will tend to focus only  on what 
you need to be able to ride, but you should keep in mind 
that the strategy  we will teach is much more important to 
your success in any  future riding endeavors.” This is a 
major reason why  we have the classroom component in 
most of our GWRRA riding courses.  In a number of 
beginner classes outside of GWRRA, an experienced rider 
participates in the course for moral support for an enrolled 
spouse or friend. In almost every  case, they  have confided 
in us at the end of the course that they  came in thinking 
they  knew  more than the course would teach them.  More 
importantly, they  commented that they  are surprised they 
had survived so long without formal training. In some 
cases,  they  shared how  much trouble they  had learning 
something on their own over months or years when the 
techniques taught in the class were presented and 
mastered in mere hours for beginners.

Rider Education Continued on Page 7:
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POSSE RIDES FOR AL!M
No rides or tours scheduled for February.  Randall will call an 

impromptu ride if we catch a nice day for riding as he did during January 
and we had 4 great riding days for January

To enhance your 2011 Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge, please bring a smile on 

your face, a fun-loving attitude, a tank full  of gas, an empty bladder and a “BUCKET” to 

carry all  the “GOOD TIMES” home with you.  Bring your “Passport Book”.  Kickstands 

up (KSU) promptly at the departure time.  We ride at the posted speed-limit or less and 

these rides are beautiful and laid back affairs.  Some might say educational.             

Come out and play with us and make some AL-M Chapter Memories.  We are going to 

treat you so many ways you are bound to like one of them!!!  Please forgive me, but 

sometimes these Chapter Rides make me burst out in  song.  Please feel free to sing 

along.

_____________________________________
Rider Education Continued From Page 6:

Riders who already  had their license have NEVER been the 
top student after testing is complete (in our experience).
In GWRRA, we generally  don’t teach beginner training. We 
refer Members to organizations that specialize in it, and 
have motorcycles for practice riding. Our efforts are more 
focused toward enhancing the skills of those who already 
have their license. Many  have never had formal training, 
and use GWRRA training to enhance their skills. Way  too 
often we hear comments like “I have ridden safely  for 30+ 
years, so your training would be a waste of time.” We hope 
the string of LUCK these people have enjoyed is not about 
to end. The less lucky  ones are exposed to situations where 
their skills are tested more frequently. The number of miles 
traveled without an accident is seldom a measure of skill. 
The false sense of confidence can present a problem if it 
keeps folks from continued training and improvement; 
learning and practicing skills found lacking in motorcyclists 
involved in accidents and even fatalities. We have routinely 
said that you don’t need to learn the hard way  when so 
many  have volunteered to do it for us. Hence the statement 
you often see in our correspondence: Friends don’t let 
Friends Learn by ACCIDENT!
Is  2012 your year? Will you participate in or help inspire 
others to take a course that WILL save lives? GWRRA is full 

_______________________________________

of caring Members interested in taking advantage of a great 
Rider Education Program. Your fellow  GWRRA Members 
will appreciate your efforts to enhance your riding abilities 
through continuing training. Even the MSF envies what we 
have in GWRRA – students that come back for refresher 
training.  If you recall how  it benefited you or a friend, share 
it with others. Word of mouth advertising goes a long way  in 
our Association!

Tony & Michelle Van Schaick 
International Directors, Rider Education

AL-M Members, please remember your GWRRA 
Rider Education is ÒFREE.Ó  If you live in Georgia, 
and participate with AL-M as your Òhome-chapterÓ 
then your Rider Education is ÒFREEÓ as well.  Our 
CD must verify your participation for this to apply.

For those that ordered AL-M calendars and blue 
shirts they are in and will be at the next Gathering.
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The AL-M Gathering 1st Saturday Of The Month                   
6:00 PM EST to Eat & Socialize - 7:00 PM EST to Gather. 

Saddlebag News................................By  Jim Jackson

  Well, our new Chapter 
OfÞcers and Staff presided over 
t h e i r Þ r s t A L - M C h a p t e r 
Gather ing Sa tu rday n igh t 
January 07, and I must give 
them a tip of the helmet for an 
excellent Þrst Gathering.  Of 
course like doing something for 
the very Þrst time there might 
have been a couple of goofs, but 
there was more good things and 
good times than anything else 
and thatÕs what itÕs all about in AL-
M.........HAVING FUN! I sort of felt a little 
ÒsparkÓ in the Members Saturday night and I 
truly believe we have AL-M headed in the 
right direction.  Please remember the word 
that Randall used so limberly and that was 
ÒPARTICIPATIONÓ and thatÕs what we did 
Saturday night.  Yep, it felt good. So 
congratulations to CD Randall and Jane and 
the entire AL-M Staff.  We love yaÕll. 

! Just want yaÕll to know 
that during January Sue and I 
was out of pocket sort to speak 
and we were not ignoring the 
Chapter.  As you know, we are 
part of the Region ÔAÕ Staff and of 
course we have duties that we 
must perform for the region 
during most of January.  During 
January all the Districts in 
Region ÔAÕ hold their OfÞcer 
Conferences on each weekend in 

January and of course we are assigned to 
represent Region ÔAÕ at several of those 
conferences.  For 2012, we attended and 
supported the Mississippi and Georgia OfÞcer 
Conferences.  Dang, we again missed the 
Alabama OfÞcerÕs Conference along with the 
Snowball Run held January 21, but I see 
where  AL-M was well represented and I hope 
yaÕll had a great time.
 

TO:  AL!M Participant or Friend

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION
 SOUTHEAST REGION ÔAÕ - ALABAMA DISTRICT
AL-M CHAPTER DIRECTOR - RANDALL SHIRAH
2055 COUNTY ROAD 282
FIVE POINTS, AL 36855

Jim 
Jackson


